EMPTY STOCKING FUND 

For this uncle turned 
dad, money remains 
tight at Christmas but | 
love is unlimited 6a 


SPORTS 

Cam Newton can't 
be Roethlisberger, 
or Rodgers but they œ 
also can’t be him w 
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MANAGED CARE 


NC failed 
to monitor 
Cardinal’s 
spending 


m The NC agency that oversees 
Medicaid spending failed to 
oversee Cardinal Innovations, 
under scrutiny for spending 
taxpayer money on big payouts 
and parties. 


BY FRED CLASEN-KELLY, 
CASSIE COPE 
AND MICHAEL GORDON 


Jrkelly@charlotteobserver.com 


Long before Cardinal In- 
novations came under scrutiny 
this year for using taxpayer 
money for high-priced parties 
and retreats, chartered flights 
and pay bonuses, North Car- 
olina officials had been warned 
that they needed to look into 
spending at the agency. 

A 2012 audit recommended 
that the state Department of 
Health and Human Services 
thoroughly examine finances at 
Cardinal and other managed care 
organizations in North Carolina 

that receive hun- 

b TES aN dreds of millions 
tv (hey dollars a year to 

coordinate Med- 
icaid services for 
people with phys- 
ical disabilities, 
mental health 
issues and drug 
addiction. 

But DHHS - which oversees 
Medicaid spending in North 
Carolina - took no significant 
steps to address investigators’ 
concerns, State Auditor Beth 
Wood told the Observer. 

The inaction, Wood said, 
paved the way for Cardinal to 
boost its CEO’s pay to 
$635,000 - about three times 
higher than the state limit - and 
hand out more than $4 million 
in bonuses to employees. 

“Nobody (was) monitoring 
our tax dollars,” she said. 

Now, Cardinal and six other 
managed care organizations 
across the state face a yearlong 
investigation. State auditors 
plan to examine how they spend 
money and whether clients 
received the care they needed - 
the same issues DHHS was 
urged to look into five years ago. 

State lawmakers, government 
administrators and health ex- 
perts told the Observer insuffi- 
cient oversight dated at least as 
far back as the administration of 
former Democratic Gov. Bev 
Perdue, who took office in 


Beth Wood 
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OBSERVER EXCLUSIVE 


Jessica Hahn confronts 
her past 30 years later 


Woman at the center of televangelist’s fall: It was ‘like God walked into the room’ 


Observer file photo 


Jessica Hahn, shown in 1988, says she’s angry at Jim Bakker, founder of the onetime PTL empire, for using his power and image as a man 
of God to manipulate her, then a 21-year-old church secretary, into having sex. She’s also angry at herself for being in the hotel room. 


BY TIM FUNK 
tfunk@charlotteobserver.com 


t’s been three decades 

since the world found out wa 

about the 15 minutes she 

spent in a Florida hotel 
room with televangelist Jim 
Bakker. But Jessica Hahn says 
it’s only been in the last two 
years that she’s finally con- 
fronted her anger about what 
happened, and how it’s affect- 
ed the rest of her life. 

She says she’s angry at 
Bakker, founder of the one- 
time PTL empire near Char- 
lotte, for using his power and 


his image as a man of God to 
manipulate her, then a 21- 
year-old church secretary, into 
having sex. 

“He just believed that every- 


Eases oY 
FRANK LLOYD Courtesy of Jessica Hahn 


Jessica Hahn, now 58, and her husband, 
Frank Lloyd, a movie stunt man, live on a 
45-acre ranch about an hour north of Los 
Angeles. They share the place with their 
animals, including her pet turkey, Pearl. 


66 


== ITS REALLY 

@ SETTLED INTO 
MY HEART AND 
SOUL WHAT 
HAPPENED 

- AND HOW | 
ALLOWED 
THINGS TO 
HAPPEN. 


Jessica Hahn 


body should serve him because 
he was serving God,” she said 
of Bakker. 

She’s also angry at herself 
for being in the hotel room. 


And for reacting to this experi- 
ence and the sudden media 
glare by making “maybe not 
the best choices” over the 
years that followed — includ- 
ing posing nude three times in 
Playboy. 

Such choices, Hahn said, 
turned her into “pretty much a 
cartoon character.” 

“There are nights now that I 
get up (at 3 a.m.), and Pm 
sweating,” she recently told 
the Observer. “I never had that 
before. I thought I was sliding 
through. I thought, ‘My life is 
fine. I didn’t get injured by 
this. Nothing affected me. I 
went off and posed in Playboy 
.. I did this and I did that. I 
made it work.’ But no! I wake 
up now and go, ‘Oh my God, 
I’m so angry. ” 

Hahn said she finds herself 


SEE HAHN, 12A 


BUSINESS 


NOT PEDESTRIAN 
FRIENDLY? 


The Blue Line has 
spurred development, but 
some urban planners 
worry it’s not what transit 
advocates envisioned. 15A 
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INSIGHT 


INSPIRING 
EACH OTHER 


Rochelle and Landon 
Benton are the only 
parent-child combo in 
Rollin’ Hornets 
basketball. 23A 


x a LOCAL 


CAN TEAM RUN 
A FAIR INQUIRY? 


The Panthers face 
questions on how 
independent their probe 
of owner Jerry 
Richardson can be. 6A 
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